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About
Museums are key contributors to the well-being and to the sustainable

development of our communities. As trusted institutions and important

threads in our shared social fabric, they are uniquely placed to create a

cascading effect to foster positive change. 



There are many ways in which museums can

contribute to achieve the Sustainable Development

Goals: from supporting climate action and fostering

inclusivity, to tackling social isolation and improving

mental health.
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Theme
The International Council of Museums (ICOM) established

International Museum Day in 1977 to increase public awareness
of the role of museums in the development of society, and it has

been steadily gaining momentum ever since. 



COMMUNICATIONS KIT

The theme for the 2023 International Museum Day edition (May 18) is 

MUSEUMS, SUSTAINABILITY AND WELL-BEING



International Museum Day is a unique moment for

the international museum community. On this day,

thousands of museums plan creative events and

activities related to the International Museum Day

theme, engage with their public and highlight the

importance of the role of museums as institutions

that serve society and its development.
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Objective
The objective of International Museum Day is to raise awareness
on the fact that, “museums are an important means of cultural

exchange, enrichment of cultures and development of mutual
understanding, cooperation and peace among peoples”
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Advocate for museums as agents of positive change

Foster closer relationships between museums and their communities

Promote cultural exchange as a catalyst for peace among peoples

Implement the UN Sustainable Development Goals



SDGs
Sustainable

Development Goals
As highlighted in the ICOM Resolution “On sustainability and the implementation

of Agenda 2030, Transforming our World” (Kyoto, 2019), all museums have a role
to play in shaping and creating sustainable futures, and they can do this through

educational programmes, exhibitions, community outreach and research.



Goal 3 Global Health and Well-being: Ensure
healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all
ages, in particular concerning mental health and
social isolation.

Goal 13 Climate Action: Take urgent action to
combat climate change and its impacts, adopting low-
carbon practices in the Global North and mitigation
strategies in the Global South.

Goal 15 Life on Land: Protect, restore, and promote
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, amplifying
the voices of indigenous leaders and raising
awareness on the loss of biodiversity.

Each year since 2020, the
International Museum Day

supports a set of Goals
from the Sustainable

Development Goals of the
United Nations.

 In 2023, we will focus on:



IMD Poster
Every year, ICOM creates an International Museum Day poster to
illustrate the theme,  and we invite all participating museums to

adapt it according to their needs: promote a special exhibition,
add local elements, play around with the colours, etc.
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Every year, ICOM creates an International

Museum Day poster to illustrate the theme, 

 and we invite all participating museums to

adapt it according to their needs: promote a

special exhibition, add local elements, play

around with the colours, etc.

A customisable version of the poster is

available here, so we encourage you to

involve the staff and the public of your

museum to have fun with it!

If you wish to use the poster in a language
that is not available yet, get in touch with the
ICOM National Committee of your country, or

fill in this form .

Our aim is to have as many

different versions as possible to

represent the visions museums have of

their own practices.

When your masterpiece is finished,

snap a picture, upload it to your

social media and tag us. We will

share the best ones on our official

accounts!

https://imd.icom.museum/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2022/01/IMD_2022_POSTER_FINAL_EN.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVae7mxjCI1c0c37czGlJPlO33s9W1XnDwqiB9YHT5CTrDKQ/viewform


Your key role
Museums are the ambassadors of International Museum Day.

Thanks to the activities that you organise and the strong connections

you develop with your public, this event continues to be a success year

after year. In addition to the activities you plan, your participation in

International Museum Day is an opportunity for you to:
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Implement partnerships with schools,
associations, libraries, other museums, etc. to
promote your event and reinforce your links

with organisations with similar goals;

Advocate for the role of museums in our
societies by letting local, regional, and
national authorities know about your

activities and why they matter for the
general public;

Spread information about International
Museum Day through your local

community, your social media and your
website;

Gain international visibility about your
activities by sharing information about your
International Museum Day events with ICOM,
allowing us to spread the news throughout

our network & beyond.



Join thousands of museums worldwide in

celebrating our transformative power and

promoting positive changes in our

community!
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Take action
International Museum Day is an occasion to honour the audience and to

offer a wide range of special activities, depending on your target public.



We hope these examples of events and actions will inspire you to organise a meaningful event on International Museum Day

2023. Adapt them to the type of museum you are, from natural history to modern art! 
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INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES SPECIAL TOURS

Boost inclusion: Organise special tours focused on boosting
the accessibility of your museum. For example, a tour for
visitors with autism or dementia, a tour in sign language, or
in the language of a minority from your community. 

Thematic tours: Organise tours highlighting the contributions
and achievements of communities that are often overlooked
and ignored. For example, a tour about remarkable women of
colour, or about indigenous knowledge and science. 

Bring the museum outside: Partner with a hospice, hospital
or mental health group to do a live streaming of a visit for
those who cannot come to your museum.

Mindfulness sessions: Focusing on the present is thought to
heighten sensitivity to the environment and one’s own reactions
to it, consequently enhancing self-management and coping.
Practicing mindfulness involves breathing methods, guided
imagery and other practices to improve well-being.

Late night openings: Setting up a mix of artist-led workshops,
talks, film-screenings, performances during a museum late is a
great way to rediscover your museum and engage new
audiences.

Therapeutic programming: Find inspiration in your collections
to engage a group around a meaningful activity to tackle social
isolation and build resilience, from slowlooking to art therapy.



Conferences: organise a conference on the topic of
International Museum Day 2023. It can be aimed at the
general public, students, academics or other museum
professionals. In any case, make sure to invite diverse
guest speakers.

Change from inside out: International Museum Day
is the perfect occasion to analyse your museum from
the perspectives of community engagement, digital
presence, and sustainability. Take a look at the
management and policies of your museum, find which
can be improved and set ambitious objectives for the
year 2024.

Social media takeover: mix things up by inviting guests to
take over one of your accounts, resulting in a new and fresh
perspective of your activities. Instagram residencies for
artists are increasingly popular, so what about inviting local
superheros to share their perspective on museums,
sustainability and well-being?

Join the Climate Heritage Network: solidify your
museum's commitment to address climate change by
joining this international coalition, whose aim is to support
communities in achieving the decarbonization goals and
other ambitions of the Paris Agreement.

Bring your programmes online: Take a look at
Connected to Culture, a toolkit we developed with
Google Arts & Culture to help organisations bridge the
digital gap.

Hub and spoke or watch parties: team up with other
museums to host the same, smaller event at various
locations (combined with a live streaming) and bring
together various audiences. The breakout sessions could be
then targeted to a specific sub-topic, and remote guests
can join you in a thematic room online.

TAKE A DEEPER LOOK 

There is so much more that your museum can do to celebrate #IMD2023!

https://climateheritage.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTo_eVy4QGJPyMox1JY98PENfb4IeZdmkaonSerRwyECUi07Aqgrt5s1-GkBUOUyboRRmXiexpmV7lB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g72e5b0b2d0_3_281


Conduct a carbon footprint audit to have a clear picture of your organisation’s carbon emissions – if you can
measure it, you can manage it! 

Optimise artwork and encourage sustainable transportation for staff and audience to reduce carbon emissions. 

Establish a waste management strategy (sorting, reducing, composting).

MUSEUMS, SUSTAINABILITY AND WELL-BEING

Implement a circular scenography approach (reusing materials and elements) which can help using less resources.

Optimise the number of journeys for artwork transportation to reduce carbon foortprint.

Here are examples of immediate actions that can become part of your museum's Sustainable Action Plan:

Encourage sustainable actions and establish a green team to support employee-related climate action.

Organise training and workshops to get the proper tools in rethinking their roles and implementing a sustainable
strategy individually and throughout the organisation.

Educate visitors on sustainable, fossil-free horticulture; impacts of food choices and waste on climate change.

EXHIBITIONS

OPERATIONS

STAFF &
ENGAGEMENT



1. Work towards engagement strategies to foster well-being and creating a safe space for
visitors.

2. Enlarge social inclusion by developing activities for visitors and communities while creating a
sense of connectedness.

3. Collaborate with well-being organisations and structures to better address audience’s needs.

4. Explore the ways in which the beneficial aspects of the collections can contribute to the well-
being of the visitors.

5. Ensure that the museum staff’s well-being is taken into consideration by implementing both
physical and mental health activities. 
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Contribute to the Well-Being of your staff and visitors by implementing the following steps:



Get organized
When preparing a special activity for International Museum Day 2022,

we recommend that you follow five important steps:

 



Join 
an international
campaign

Make a post-
event evaluation

Target a
specific public 

Define your
objectives 

Forge
partnerships 

You can choose to target your regular
visitors or new public. In any case, we
recommend you to target at least one
specific public such as children, senior
citizens, a minority within your
community, etc. 

Your aim can be to reach new public,
highlight your participation in the
community, be heard by public
authorities, make your institution
known to potential partners, etc.

International Museum Day is a chance to
create local, national or international
partnerships and sponsorships in
regards to many aspects - from
collections, to mediation or financing. 

Register your activity on the interactive
map of International Museum Day and
use our hashtags on social media to join
museums worldwide in the celebration.

It is important to analyse the success
of your International Museum Day and
its impact. We also encourage you to
send your images and outcomes to
your ICOM National Committee — they
might feature in ICOM's Annual Report!
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https://openagenda.com/imd2022


Find support
You can benefit from three different kinds of support:
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You can look for three
different kinds of support:

Financial support financial aid for the
everyday functioning of a structure or for a
special event such as International
Museum Day. This support can come from
private companies or public
administrations.

Skills sponsorship a partner can make
its staff available to you free of charge,
for example. This kind of sponsorship is
on the rise, in particular for educational
programmes.

In-kind sponsorship a partner can
donate products or services for your
event, or it disseminate information on
your event free of charge.

Your logo Partner 1 Partner 2
Example of co-branding with partners for
International Museum Day

In exchange for their
support, you can offer: Invite partners to participate in your

activity programme, for instance, as
guest speakers or as regular
participants.Co-communication agreement

where you offer, for example, to
include their logo in the poster of the
event or information about them in
the press releases and kit.

Organise an onsite or virtual
reception for networking purposes,
if you have a number of sponsors.



Share
Remember to tag us in your posts and pictures and use the

hashtags: #IMD2023, #InternationalMuseumDay,

#Museums4WellBeing, #SustainableMuseums.



ICOM Voices

The ICOM Voices team is inviting all ICOM Members to send proposals for articles that reflect

on sustainability, innovation and accessibility, community building through education and

the potential of museums to bring about positive change. We encourage members to submit

proposals in English, French or Spanish. Articles can be case studies, field reports, book

reviews, interviews, exhibition or conference reviews, opinion pieces, etc.

IInteractive Map

Is you are planning a special activity for International Museum Day, make sure to add it to

ICOM’s interactive map for the whole world to see. Given the importance of digital events

these days, this platform is the perfect tool to reach audiences interested in participating in

International Museum Day from all over the world. To participate, all you have to do is

complete this form on OpenAgenda.

Social media

Follow the official accounts of IMD and ICOM to be up to date with the latest information on

the event! Remember to tag us in your posts and pictures and use the hashtags: 

#IMD2023, #InternationalMuseumDay, #Museums4WellBeing, #SustainableMuseums.
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https://www.facebook.com/internationalmuseumday/
https://twitter.com/IcomOfficiel


Celebrate
In 2022, the celebration amplified its impact by the development of hybrid

activities all around the world, reaching 94.3 million Internet users
through social media, news articles, blog posts, podcasts and more!

 
To find out more, visit the International Museum Day website

https://imd.icom.museum/


ON MAY 18,  LET 'S

CELEBRATE 

MUSEUMS,  

SUSTAINABIL ITY 

AND WELL-BEING!

For more information, please contact your National Committee. The list of National Committees is available here. You can
also contact the ICOM Communications department at imd@icom.museum. 

https://icom.museum/en/network/committees-directory/?type=136

